PAGE  
4
“UNDERSTANDING ISLAM” with Imam Shamshad on KCAA -- SHOW #15 (12-15-2009)

 SHOW #: 15
TITLE: “Sayings (Hadith) of the Holy Prophet (saw) Part 1”
AIR TIME: 9:20am to 9:30am  
DATE: Tuesday, December 15th, 2009 
PAUL:
It’s time once again for another Tuesday installment of “Understanding Islam with Imam Shamshad”. . .  
As-Salaam Alaikum Imam Shamshad and welcome back.
IMAM: 
Wa Alaikum salaam, Paul. . . Today I want to talk about the sayings of the Holy Prophet Muhammad (saw). 


But first I want to respond to what the Rev. Franklin Graham has been saying about Islam recently on CNN.

PAUL:
Absolutely.  I’ve been following the controversy myself, and it’s kind of amazing that Rev. Franklin Graham, son of the evangelist Billy Graham, can be so consistent in his single-mindedness on the subject of Islam.  You know, after September 11, 2001, Rev. Graham said Islam was “a very evil and a very wicked religion” and that the God of Islam was a different God from that worshipped by Jews and Christians. . .

IMAM:
And now he has said other things about Islam and Muslims that is just as ignorant and hateful.  He has said that true Islam cannot be practiced in this country because you can’t beat your wife or kill your children if they commit adultery or try to leave Islam.  He also said that Muslims want to get out of Islam but can’t for fear of being killed by their families or their governments.


I’d like to respond to these statements by Rev. Franklin Graham before I start our segment.  [ comments ]
Now on to the subject of the sayings of the Holy prophet (saw), which have been remembered and acted upon by millions of Muslims over the past 1400 years. . . There are tens of thousands of these sayings, called Hadith.  
IMAM:
These are teaching stories, words of wisdom that communicate the essence of the teachings of Islam in simple narratives that are very easy to understand.  

PAUL:
Now, from I’ve read, from the time of the Holy Prophet, all of these sayings were taught verbally from person to person, starting from the person who first heard the saying directly from Muhammad.  This first person then taught everyone he could from his generation, and then that generation taught the next, and so on.   

IMAM: 
That’s right, Paul.  About two to three centuries after the time of Muhammad (saw), tens of thousands of these sayings, which were kept alive in the memories of Muslims, were written down in collections.  These were named after the person who collected the sayings.
The sayings collected by Bukhari are considered by Sunni Muslims to be the most authentic collection, followed by five others.

Here are some well-known sayings of the Holy Prophet Muhammad (saw).  I hope these will give our listeners a sense of the true scope, teachings and beauty of Islam.

The first sentence of this first saying is one that the Rev. Franklin Graham should listen to and take to heart.
Hadith:
“Fortunate is the person whose tongue is   under his control, whose house is open to guests, who weeps out of fear of losing the love of God, and who repents for his past mistakes.”
Hadith:
“The most perfect of believers in respect of their faith are those whose behavior is most excellent, and the best of you are those who behave best towards your wives.”

       

Hadith:
“Respect your children and give them good




 moral training.”
Hadith:
“The worst food is the food served at a wedding feast to which the rich are invited and the poor are excluded.”
       

Hadith:
“The one who encourages others to do good




 deeds is like the one who actually does good




 deeds.”
Hadith:
“He who calls people to guidance has the same reward as those who follow him without any lessening of the reward of the latter, and he who calls people to sin carries the same burden of sin as those who follow him without any lessening of the burden of the latter.” 
Hadith:
“The best jihad (the highest form of striving to win the pleasure of God) is saying what is true and just to a tyrant.”
Hadith:
“The one who truly repents from sins is as if he did not commit any sin.  When God loves a person, sins cannot afflict him.”
Hadith:
“He who has no compassion for our little ones (children), who does not respect his elders, who does not enjoin what is good and does not forbid evil is not one of us (Muslims).”
Hadith:
“A person is closest to his Creator when he is (praying) in prostration, so multiply your supplications (while) in prostration.”
Hadith:
“The best provision in this life is a good wife.”
Hadith:
“God does not care about your outer appearance (your bodies and good looks) but appreciates the beauty of your hearts.”
Hadith:
“The pursuit of knowledge is the duty of 

every Muslim, man or woman.”
PAUL:
And on that piece of wisdom which I would urge the Rev. Franklin Graham to start following, we come to the end of another segment of “Understanding Islam.”  Any closing thoughts, Imam?
IMAM: 
Yes, Paul.  If any of our listeners would like a free copy of a book of Hadith called “The Forty Gems of Beauty” call: 1-800-WHY-ISLAM. . . That’s 1-800-WHY-ISLAM. . . I will be happy to send them a free book of 40 sayings of the Holy Prophet (saw).  Or you can go to our website at: www.alislam.org.  that’s A-L-I-S-L-A-M dot O-R-G and read collections of Hadith there as well.  I would also

like to invite our listeners to join us for our upcoming Convention in Chino on Dec. 25th, 26th & 27th. . .
